FOREWORD. 

After all, Freemasonry has presented itself in Spain publicly and ostentatiously of its existence, to 
disprove those who denied its existence, out of foolishness or hypocrisy. 

On the occasion of the burial of Brigadier Escalante, she went in procession through the streets of 
Madrid, accompanied by individuals of the government, and placed the hammer and the square on the 
coffin of that improvised general of the popular forces, to whom she gratefully and benevolent and 
complacent friends girded the sash on September 29, 1868, in the middle of the Puerta del Sol, and by 
unnamed contract do ut des, facié ut facias. 

When speaking of those tools, placed on the corpse of the modern Spanish-American general, La 
Correspondencia warned its readers with its usual innocent sarcasm, that they were symbolic signs 
whose significance was not understood by many people (issue of August 30, 1869). 

O saintly people, who in the second half of the 19th century, and in Madrid, in the moribund, 
industrious and very prosperous town of Madrid, could not guess on August 30, 1869, what a hammer 
and a square, both made of wood and gilded, placed on a coffin, meant! 

But half a year later took place the burial of the ex-infante D. Enrique de Borbon after the famous 
challenge with the Duke of Montpensier, that the Grand Orient of Lusitania had been preparing very 
diligently, since a year before, with the pious object of getting rid of one and the other. And the 
Freemasonry that put the pistol in the hands of D. Enrique, picked up his corpse, shed tears over it that 
would have honored a crocodile, gave him a guard of honor, and Madrid saw for the first time 
Freemasons of flesh and blood, who made public ostentation of being so, and among them not a few 
who a year before would have called foolish and credulous whoever spoke of the existence of that secret 
society. The Catholic newspapers screamed and shouted to the skies, like an inexperienced mother* 
who, for the first time, saw symptoms of a skin rash appear on her son's face, as if it were not a benefit of 
nature, that the evil should break through to the surface and manifest the latent disease! 

For what, could any prudent person doubt that Freemasonry had been organized in Spain since the 
middle of the last century? Were they unaware that it had promoted almost all the political and military 
conspiracies from 1810 to 1854? Did not the revolutionary newspapers declare that the uprising of that 
same year 1854 was promoted by Freemasonry? Did not El Clarin de Sevilla, a revolutionary and 
Masonic newspaper, timely warn that the military sedition of September 18, 1868 had been promoted in 
Cadiz and Seville by the Masonic lodge La Fraternidad Ibérica, to which almost all of our ex-noble 
sailors belonged? (1). 

And if they knew or should have known this, and if they had read and copied it, what was the purpose 
of these exclamations and boasts of surprise? 

Blessed be El Clarin of Seville, true clarion for this time, and La Reforma and other Masonic newspapers 
of Madrid, and the alleged John Truth, a body of truths, like that of a gypsy, and others who have 
managed to convince certain people, who were already too candid and mature, that there are 
Freemasons in Spain. 

For some time I had wanted to write about Freemasonry and other secret societies in Spain, and to 
present the true origin of the continuous seditions and pronunciamientos with honor and profit. With 
this object I tried to acquire the principal works written about Freemasonry in recent years; but, 
unfortunately, I could find little in them about Spain. It is true that Spanish Freemasonry is very 
discredited in Europe, according to what I was told in Belgium by persons who knew it well, and the 
scarcity of news about it in the histories of Freemasonry is a proof of this. Those of Clavel, Krause and 
other Freemasons are as scarce in Spanish news as those of the Catholics Nent and Gyr. 

In this work I am going to refute several of the news given by Clavel and copied candidly by all the 
other writers, Tyrians and Trojans, Catholics and Freemasons. As for the hoaxes of the alleged John 


(1) Noble seamen were called by the above-mentioned newspaper in its issue of October 1, 1868, but of 
course it is understood that this anti-democratic qualification was an oversight, for lack of use in good 
language, since it is already known that nobility is not compatible with democracy, and that in a 
democratic government it is nothing, and no one is nob’ . 

Truth, lately published (1) no such trouble need be taken, for they refute themselves. 

But what is the cause of this discredit of Spanish Freemasonry, and of the little importance given to it in 
foreign Masonic compilations? 

-Is it the political traffic that it has made with the public destinies and the disturbance that it has 
produced in the country with its incessant conspiracies? 

It is well known that other lodges in Europe have done and are doing the same thing. 

-Is it because of the instability of the Spanish lodges, their frequent quarrels, schisms, dissensions, 
habitual indiscipline and frequent mistakes in the management of the wealth? 

Perhaps this is one of the principal causes, as well as the fact that in the Spanish lodges, according to the 
English who have had the weakness to join them, in Spain there are many Masons who stretch out their 
hands towards the trunk to ask, and very few who stretch out their hands to give. 

-Is it also because of the silence that Spanish Freemasonry has kept about its origin and vicissitudes, 
waiting to receive news for its history from abroad, instead of giving it itself? 

This may also have had a great influence in its discredit, and, in case this is one of the reasons and causes, 
what better thing can be done now, when Freemasonry has just broken its cocoon, than to place before 
the public view its precedents, ancestry, origin, vicissitudes, conspiracies, assassinations, accounts with 
the treasury, major and minor pronouncements, fateful or unfortunate, and the most important of all, its 
history. 

(1} Freemasonry etc., Madrid 5870. fortunate and other benefits it has produced for the common good 
of Spain? Perhaps with this some initiate in the secrets of his archives, if there are any, will decide to 
correct the mistakes in which the lack of LL.-. (Masonic lights) may cause me to incur. 

Timorous persons have tried to dissuade me from writing on this subject, and have dreamed of daggers, 
poisons, persecutions and other excesses. But what would they get out of it? I am a poor layman, I have 
sworn to them nothing and I have not failed them in anything: I have not stolen any document from 
them, nor have I failed in any confidence. What I am going to publish is for the most part in the public 
domain: I will do no more than gather together what was scattered, and put in good light what was 
obscure. I believe that in time the venerable brothers themselves will consult my book. 

It is not only about Freemasonry, but also about other secret societies, ancient and modern, and even 
some of them rivals or persecutors of Freemasonry. To tell the truth, the ultras of the right resemble and 
assimilate in some things to the ultras of the * left, so that the extremes touch, and I must be impartial, 
although this usually costs some displeasure. 

As far as the style is concerned, it is not surprising that it is not always entirely serious: it is difficult to be 
serious in the narration of grotesque things, or of tricks and uncovered follies. Some believe that in order 
to do a classical thing the characters must always go on the stage wearing the coturne and speaking in a 
guttural and high-flown voice; but since the purpose of this story is to teach the public the secret springs 
that have been used by many political puppets, and the wires from which most of the historical 
characters that have played on the Spanish political scene for a century, my story must be quite the 
opposite of a classical story. In this one, the characters are put in a comical and studied attitude, the 
springs are hidden and the public is kept at a certain respectful distance; but in the present one we are 
going to see those characters dressed in false tinsel, hanging from a wire that a hidden hand handles, 
making contortions and grotesque figures; in a word, we are going to see the comedy behind the scenes: 
do not be surprised then that the tone of the book is not always serious: on the other hand, it will always 


be truthful as far as I am able to reach. 

§ n. 

Secret societies before the 

The character of this one. 

of this.-Plan of this book. 

Since this work is intended to deal mainly with the origin and development of Freemasonry in Spain, it 
is not possible to ignore other societies or analogous meetings that preceded it, even if we do not find in 
these the origin of the former, but only mere affinities. But as the particular histories of each society 
must be written correlatively to the general history, for this reason it is not possible to ignore here 
certain questions connected with the origin of Freemasonry, which are much discussed abroad when 
dealing with this subject. The Spanish streams must contribute to the great sea of general history the 
flow of their waters, either clean and crystalline, or turbid and muddy, either scarce or abundant. In 
dealing with the influence of the dualistic theories of the East and Egypt, of the Frankish masons, of the 
Templars and their mysterious rites, of the Israelites and their mysterious relations, their secret cruelties 
and their political influence, history must record what these were among us before the introduction of 
Freemasonry, and whether or not they had any part in the origin of the same. It would be foolish for 
foreigners to give us documents and news about these controversial points and for us to need to question 
them about things of our homeland in 

which we should rather enlighten them. 

To expect the Spanish Freemasons to say so would be ridiculous: they themselves do not know more 
about these matters than we do; perhaps they know less because in their ridiculous advice and grotesque 
myths are wrapped absurd ideas, which make them incapable of a right criterion. For, in truth, what 
person of average judgment does not laugh at those poor little writers who assert with great aplomb that 
Adam was a Freemason? What judgment shall we form about the state of the encephalic mass of those 
venerable ones who speak to us with such aplomb of the murder of Hiram and other childish tales and 
childish things of the sort, good for entertaining fools, but unworthy of being published with 
seriousness? In truth, if they do not believe them to be real and historical, they are very foolish to print 
them as true, and if they do believe them, their authors deserve the highest contempt for their credulity 
and supreme foolishness. 

Who knows if, before long, among the many novels and discoveries of the hip"bélicos, mirobolantes 
and ul- trafantdsticos, that are paying the prehistoric studies, today so fashionable, will speak to us of 
some fossil francmason, discovered in quaternary land, having in his hand a hammer of flint, (in 
Castilian flint) and a square or some triangle? In that case, would not the present Masonic-peta-Vian 
chronology of 5870 years of Masonic antiquity be false, and should we replace it with another one of 50 
to 400,000 years (unless there is an error) that we now calculate for the historical origin of terrestrial 
mankind, according to modern geologists? 

But I should not lose sight of the fact that such studies about the chaotic, prehistoric and embryonic 
state of Freemasonry are not peculiar to a particular history such as this, since the truth is that in Spain 
we have not yet found fossil or antediluvian Freemasons and Carbonariums. 

The oldest data about Freemasonry in Spain do not go beyond the year 1727, and even those do not 
seem to be very accurate, as we shall see later; but this does not prevent us from studying certain Spanish 
secret societies related to others in Europe, to which the writers who describe the origins of Freemasonry 
give importance. 

Bresciani finds the beginning of this in Egypt and in Manichaeism, and here we had the sectarians of 
these absurdities, constituted in secret society, in the fourth and fifth centuries, and later in the twelfth 
and thirteenth, and even in other later times. How, then, can the critical history of Freemasonry in Spain 


be written, in relation to the general history of this sect and of other analogous sects in Europe and other 
countries, without speaking of the Prisces in Spain, as well as in other countries? 

XI1I to speak of the Spanish Priscillianists and of the Albigensians of Catalonia and Leon? Although I 
do not admit the theory of Father Bresciani, about the Egyptian and Manichaean origin of Freemasonry, 
it is necessary to speak of those sects, as well as of the Spanish Templars and the Frankish cons- * 
tractors, in order to know if they exercised influence in Spain. 

But separating myself from the opinion of Father Bresciani, I find another sect to which I give more 
importance in regard to the origin of Freemasonry. In fact, since the first century of the Church there 
has existed a society cursed with the execration of God, similar to Satan in its fall, in the deprivation of 
its ancient preeminences, in the perpetual banishment from its homeland, in the desire for revenge, in 
the concealed hatred of every principle of legitimate authority, in abhorring everyone and being 
abhorred by everyone. That society which is outlawed everywhere, and which is everywhere without a 
homeland, which has several times wanted to constitute a nationality and has never succeeded, which in 
such a concept despises the ideas of nationality and homeland, substituting them with a cold and 
skeptical cosmopolitanism, this is the key to Freemasonry. The calendar, the rites, the myths, the 
denominations of several of its objects, all are taken precisely from that proscribed society; Judaism. 

But how are the Freemasons to confess that their origin is Jewish, and that for a long time they have 
been docile instruments of the Jews, whom they seemed to subjugate? This would demean them in the 
public opinion, and Freemasonry is highly proud: fighting against aristocracy, monopoly and privilege, 
Freemasonry aspires to link itself with the Templars and make proselytes among the princes and the 
noble classes, and 

N\- 

- It seeks to monopolize the government in order to divide the destinies among its followers and thus to 
create for itself a formidable power, which it would deny in true tyranny against the profane. 

That principle of hatred, revenge, subversion of every principle of legitimate authority, impenetrable 
mystery, concealed sensuality, superstition, hypocrisy, rabid anger against Christianity, bloodthirsty 
rites, attachment to vain formulas and ridiculous externalities, the Freemason needs to invent and 
remedy them; but the Jew has them as innate, feels them from birth, and can not but have them in his 
abject situation, despised and outlawed. 

In the light of these undeniable truths, all that is obscure is clarified and the mysterious origins disappear. 
Freemasonry in its beginning is a peculiar institution of the Jews, daughter of the state in which they 
lived, created by them to recognize, support and understand each other without being surprised in their 
secrets, to look for powerful auxiliaries in all countries, to attract to itself all the political discontents, to 
protect all the enemies of Christianity, to incorporate itself to all its renegades, flattering the passions of 
the powerful in order to subjugate them by means of their own vices, then sheltering themselves under 
the cloak of these illustrious affiliates in order to evade the law and justice, providing them with money 
for their vices which they could not repay and which imprisoned them like slaves, with those chains, the 
children of their own deviations, and speaking of freedom, instruction and charity in order to conceal 
their true ends. 

It is clear that Freemasonry has changed its character from one century to the next, and has dispensed 
with the Israelites. In their highly revolutionary genius, the sects derived from Freemasonry, dispense 
with Freemasonry, and even mock it, as the latter disdains it. 

mock the latter, as the latter despises the Israelites; yet these are everywhere their most powerful 
auxiliaries. It is public knowledge that all the most revolutionary and impious newspapers of Europe are 
bought by the Jews, or receive subsidies from them and their powerful bankers, who are also 
Freemasons. 


As for the lodges, the same thing happens. When their adepts have quarreled, when all grow weary of 
their farces and charlatanism, the Jew does not tire, the Jew does not allow the columns to be lowered, 
and continues to attend the almost deserted lodge. 

-Are there many of you in the lodge? Napoleon III. asked the Masons of Algiers, years ago, on receiving 
the commission that came to compliment him with fraternal courtesy. 

-Not at all," they replied: "Only the Israelites are left! 

For this reason, in speaking of the secret societies in Spain, we shall study the state of the Jews in the 
Middle Ages, their intrigues and influence, as well as the ancient Communities and Germanias, which 
gave their name, years ago, to societies derived from Freemasonry. 

CHAPTER L 

SECRET SOCIETIES PREVIOUS TO FREEMASONRY IN SPAIN. 

FREEMASONRY IN SPAIN. 

(370-1700.) 

The Prusoilisimists. 

In the middle of the fourth century an Egyptian, or as our ancestors called gypsy, called Marco, leaving 
Memphis and the banks of the Nile, brought to France, bringing there the errors of Manichean dualism 
and superstitions of that sect. From the banks of the Rhone it passed shortly to those of the Douro, as in 
the XIII century other almost equal errors passed from the vicinity of Alby to those of Leon in Spain, 
both times verifying the contagion of the same to the same territory, with a certain mysterious 
coincidence. Some Freemason historians claim that their sect is largely from Egypt: if this were true, we 
would not deny the Priscillianists the honor of being the aborigines of our modern Freemasons. 

The news about the Pfiscillianist sect, we owe mainly to two contemporary French writers, St. Irenaeus 
and Sulpicius Severus: those of the latter are. 
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very curious as far as our purpose is concerned (1). 

Among the several initiated by the Gypsy Marcus, two notable persons stood out, a professor of 
Rhetoric named Helpidius, and a noblewoman named Agape. These two initiated Priscillianus, who was 
a gentleman of Galicia, or perhaps rather of the kingdom of Leon, for the province of Galicia then 
extended much further than it does now. Prisciliano in turn seduced many others, and linked his name 
to the sect in Spain. Noble, rich, elegant and sympathetic figure, passed for a man of great virtue and 
austerity, whether hypocritically pretended, or had real virtues before his unfortunate fall. But it is 
certain that, after his fall, he became obscene, sensual and gluttonous. St. Irenaeus expressly says that 
Marcus and Priscillian lived sensually with the women they had succeeded in initiating (2). Sulpicius 
Severus adds that, in spite of his appearances of virtue, Priscillian was extremely proud, and that from 
his youth he had been fond of the study of the occult sciences (3). In the process that was formed in 
Trier by the prefect Evodius, a man of integrity and rigidity, whom the Priscillianists had not managed 
to bribe, as they did with Macedonius, he was proven and convinced of having propagated obscene 
doctrines and used evil spells, that he prayed in the nude and had nightly meetings, in which men and 
women danced naked and then indulged in all kinds of torpidity and ludicrousness. 

St. Francis had already narrated the ravages that the seducer Marcus had made in France among the 
women, whom he initiated in the Egyptian mysteries, all of whom were victims of his prestige, and then 
of his insatiable sensuality. Thus he had paid for the hospitality given him by a poor deluded deacon, 
whose wife, young and beautiful as well as honest and discreet, was seduced by that gypsy, leaving her 
husband and fleeing after the impostor. Marco also used phantasmagoria and various allegorical 
ceremonies, like the Freemasons. At the time of initiation he put on the adepts a Homeric helmet, with 


which he pretended to put them under cover of the authority's inquiries and to make them invisible. 

In another more important thing the Priscillianists coincided with the modern Freemasons, and it was in 
the obligation to keep the most impenetrable secret about their meetings and mysteries, even if it was 
necessary to incur in perjury. 

Jura, perjura, secretum prodere noli. I 

Their mythical theories about the origin of good and evil, represented by Osiris and Typhon, the cult of 
nature and propagation, represented by the Goddess Isis, the symbolic and bizarre explanation of solar 
phenomena to express some vulgarities about knowledge and enlightenment, trivial truths that occur to 
anyone, and various other whimsical ideas, which the Manichaeans took from the Persians and the 
Egyptians, and these in turn from the Indian pseudo-philosophy, are repeated by Freemasonry with 
puerile and grotesque respect. 

The ignominious death of Priscillianus, of Eucrocia, his young maid, Latronianus and several other 
Priscillianists, beheaded in Trier by order of the Emperor, did not put an end to the sect; although 
capital punishment was imposed on them not only for their religious errors, but even more for their 
immorality, seditions and other crimes (1). The corpses of Priscillian and his accomplices were brought 
to Spain by sectarian fanatics, who acclaimed him a saint, in spite of his obscenity and lewdness, and 
swore by his name (2). 

The sect continued to spread in spite of the efforts of wise and virtuous prelates, of the imperial 
authorities and of the rabid attacks of the Hacianos, who, driven by false and bitter zeal, gave even then 
a disastrous example of the extremes to which exaggeration and fanaticism can lead. Those ultra- 
Catholics, a type of violent exaggeration carried to the point of bloodshed and implacable hatred, were 
anathematized by the true and charitable Catholic Bishops, and came to be hated like the Priscillianists 
whom they persecuted, for not a few, in defending Catholicism, usually cease to be Catholics, when 
rage and politicomania come to cover themselves with the mask of exaggerated zeal. 

As late as 561, the First Council of Braga had to condemn the Priscillianists and their mathematical 
combinations and fables (3), a sign that their sectarians still existed in those countries, after two hundred 
years. 

But it is even more strange that a thousand years later we see that heresy sprouting up in Germany, and 
that a Council assembled in Prague, well into the sixteenth century, had to condemn the Priscillianists 
and their books, which were making waves in those regions (4). 

Lus judion in Esp’Via. eats bocicilud 

secretly under lots of cjocloti and the 

mu su] mos. 

From the Priscillianists, Manichaeans in the fourth century, to the Albigensians, also Manichaeans in the 
thirteenth century, there is a period of almost a thousand years. 

Even if there are great affinities between them, is it possible to give them the same origin? Who kept 
these secrets and transmitted them from the end of the fourth century to the end of the twelfth? How 
were these sectarians not discovered, recognized, persecuted and punished in such a long time? During 
this period there were great conspiracies, rebellions, dethronements and civil wars, but no league or 
society with a transcendental and permanent political object, outside the Jewish race, is to be seen. 

At the end of the sixth century and during the seventh we find a strange and particularly retrograde 
news, which is the reappearance of idolatry in Spain and in the part of France united to the Visigothic 
monarchy. Canon 16 of the Council III of Toledo communicates to us such strange news. The canon 
says that throughout Spain and Gaul the sacrilege of idolatry is developing (1) and orders with the 
agreement of the Roy that the bishop and the judge of the territory make inquiries and exterminate the 
idolaters. 


and the Judge of the territo- rio to investigate and exterminate this crime. But the measures adopted at 
that time must have been ineffective, since one hundred years later the XII and XVI Councils of 
Toledo condemned idolatrous practices again (681-693) (1). Severe provisions were issued against those 
who worshipped idols, venerated stones, consulted the secrets in the fountains and trees and also against 
the sorcerers and enchanters. 

Shocking is a setback of this kind, because the Goths, although Arians and superstitious, were not 
idolaters. Would the superstitions of the Jews, always inclined to encourage superstitions among 
Christians, have any part in this? The Council of Elvira already in the third century forbade the Spanish 
Christians to go to the Jews to have their crops blessed. It is possible that they still encouraged 
superstitions in the VI century, but it seems more probable that these idolatrous acts were remnants of 
the old paganism not completely extinguished and even continued under the protection of the heretical 
tolerance of the Arian Visigoths. In any case, paganism appears in the VI and VII centuries, existing 
secretly and mysteriously in Spain, in spite of the rigors deployed against it. 

Nor is there any connection between these idolatrous acts and the errors of the Manichaeans and 
Albigensians, and therefore there is nothing to be found on either side for the fantastic ancestry of 
Freemasonry. But on the contrary we find then the Jews organized in secret society, always conspiring 
and biting the hand that they appeared to kiss. 

The Fourth Council of Toledo, in which St. Isidore was present, although it reprobated the violence of 
Sisebuto, who forced the Jews to be baptized, also reproved the fact that the civil and even ecclesiastical 
authorities allowed themselves to be bribed. 
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and sponsored their habitual perfidy (1). Those who remained in Spain did not improve their conduct, 
or returned later, and King Chintila was forced to expel them again. 

When Count Hilderic and the Narbonese revolted against Wamba, the Israelites found themselves at 
once on the side of the rebels, who openly favored them, perhaps in this way repaying previous and 
secret services of treason (2). Egica tries to honor and favor them, equating them to all the other citizens 
as long as they converted to Christianity, and that only those who remained obstinate in the errors of 
their sect should pay the customary tribute to the treasury (3). The results of this concession must not 
have been very flattering for the monarch, because the following year, and in a canon of the immediate 
Council, it is mentioned that they had plotted a conspiracy against the King and against the homeland, 
disloyally failing all their oaths and mocking the credulity of those who favored them. They proposed 
nothing less than to take over the country and the crown: such were their pride and arrogance! (4). But 
this cannot be explained without a secret, mysterious and arrogant organization. 

Witiza, in order to contradict the Catholic sentiment and the dispositions of the previous reigns, was not 
content with favoring the Jews, but he placed them in dignities and positions of jurisdiction. Perhaps 
they supplied him with money for his vices and to satisfy the caprices of his 
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The results were not to be expected for a long time, and they did not take long to come. The results 
were not long in coming. The conspiracy hatched in the time of Egica and perhaps even aborted in the 
time of Chin- tila. before, exploded in the reign of D. Rodrigo. Ungrateful to the favors received, they 
took part in the treacherous perfidy of Count Julian, together with the Jews of Africa, in order to sell 
the independence of Spain to the Mulsumans. They hoped with the triumph of the latter to improve 
their condition and fortune. It was seen in effect to, the Jews to fight under the flags of Muza and other 
Moslem chiefs and the most important cities of Spain were given to the invaders by the Jews who 
resided in them, and mainly to the city of Toledo capital of the monarchy 1). They were also seen 
populating alongside the Arabs in Cordoba, Seville and other places. Seville and other points, and even 


tried, shortly after, to form an independent monarchy in the part of the Pyrenees, to the orders of the 
called Meltk-Julani (2). 

It is true that shortly afterward many of those who had come to Spain with the Muslims and of those 
who had previously been here and in Gaul, went to Syria, where an impostor named Zonarias, who 
claimed to be the true Messiah and the promised King for the freedom of the Israelite people, had 
revolted (3). 

Very soon his conspiratorial and gloomy genius led the Jews who had remained here, to plot secret 
conspiracies against the Mussulmans, their former allies. It is easy to understand why the Mozarabs tried 
to revolt against them 

to revolt against them, thus defending the religion and the independence of the oppressed homeland, for 
which a handful of warriors fought with good success in the mountains; but the Jews, what could they 
expect from their struggle with Moors and Christians? 

Several are the conspiracies of which the same Arab chronicles give account, being notable among them 
that of the year 828 in Toledo (I), of whose results 

the Muslims tried to depopulate that city, expelling from it the Mozarabs and Jews or at least to 
dismantle its walls. 

The Jews came to be more hated by the Muslims than by the Christians themselves. During the Middle 
Ages they were hated throughout Europe; encouraging the vices of the princes and magnates, giving 
them money for themselves, leasing the contributions so as to have the right to harass the exhausted 
peoples and earn 200 per d00, marching after the armies to buy from the victor the spoils of the 
vanquished, even if he was their own neighbor, bargaining the soldier the price of a booty that he could 
not carry. Thus they were everywhere the object, even more than of hatred, of the utmost contempt. 
But this precarious and abject situation obliged them at the same time to take exquisite precautions, to 
live with reserve, mystery and great distrust, to have secret signs and passwords with which to make 
themselves known, or rather to recognize each other, to support and congregate mutually, to spy on 
their adversaries and oppressors, to defame them systematically, to sow among them quarrels and 
distrust, thus taking revenge on their masters and sometimes taking part in their intrigues and mischief 
to abandon them when they were already compromised. 

Not having a homeland, and seeing their nation dispersed, the idea of cosmopolitanism, so cherished by 
Freemasonry, was to arise in them, and that comes to kill the sweet aspirations of patriotism, replaced by 
a fantastic idea and of chimerical realization. 

§. IL. 

The alfjicjen'ses in Spain: their nelicfiosas and political machinations. 

At the end of the twelfth century and during the first half of the thirteenth century, Priscillianism 
reappears in Spain, as in the fourth century, and coming also from France and from the same countries 
that then aborted it, it also appears, as then, with its sectarian and fanatical character, its feigned 
miracles, its hypocrisy, its hatred of Catholicism and its mysterious meetings, even if in the thirteenth 
century these had a character of cruelty rather than of sensuality; Although in the sectarians, sometimes, 
cruelty produces something of lubricity, by a certain physiological phenomenon, not well explained, 
although it is recognized in men whom immorality comes to satiate to the point that common pleasures 
are not enough for them, and they need others stronger and more extravagant, that excite their 
sensuality dulled by excess and satiety itself. 

Already in the seventh century (October 1174) King Alonso of Aragon (i) issued an edict against the 
waldenscs or po- 
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The Waldensc of Leon, who infested his states of France and Catalonia and had been condemned at the 


Third Council of Letran, in the year 1179. The condemnation was made at the request of the 
Archbishop of Tarragona D. Raimundo de Cas- tellters. Raimundo de Cas- telltersol, which indicates 
that this sect had penetrated to the southern part of Catalonia. Despite this, it continued to spread 
through those regions, and even penetrated into the northern part of Valencia, so that it was necessary 
that Pope Gregory IX, well into the thirteenth century, ordered the establishment there of the 
Inquisition against those heretics. Favored and encouraged by the perverse Counts of Foix and other 
lords, this sect still continued in Catalonia around the year 1257, but we have little news of its successes. 
In 1220 the Archbishop of Tarragona rewarded the Carthusians for their zeal against the heretics, and in 
1257 (1) the metropolitan of Tarragona, Rocaberti, went to Berga, where he gave sentence against one 
hundred and seventy-eight accused of heresy. As the predominant heresy at that time, especially in 
France and in that country, was that of the Albigensians and Waldenses, it can be conjectured that the 
condemned belonged to that sect in such a considerable number. 

On the other hand, we have much news of the infamies of those sectarians in Castile. When St. 
Ferdinand came to Toledo, in the year 4223, says a Toledan Chronicle, "he "enforced many ornes and 
boiled many in cauldrons" (2). 

Had the heresy already penetrated to the interior of Spain, and were those criminals the seditious 
Albigensians? 
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-We do not know, but it is certain that by then the heresy of the Albigensians was already raging in 
Leon and Old Castile, the land of Priscillianism.* Propagated in Leon a certain Arnold, and it is to be 
supposed that he had in Spain the hypocritical, ferocious and evil character, which in France had that 
heresy (1). The Albigenses were true Manichaeans, they admitted all the errors of Egypt, dualism and a 
certain kind of naturalism. They hated the Christian religion and mocked it in their secret meetings, 
pretending Catholicism in public. They faked miracles and through their followers spread all kinds of 
slander and defamation. We see in them the type of the modern Freemason and it is not strange that if 
some Templars became infected in their castles with those errors, they committed all kinds of infamies, 
of which they were later accused. 

I will read here the narration of D. Lucas de Tuy, eyewitness of the fanaticism and wickedness of the 
Albigensians in Leon (2). "After the death of the Bishop of this city, D. Rodrigo, there being discord 
about the election, the heretics took advantage of this and flocked from various parts to the city of Leon, 
then regarded as the capital of the kingdom. They began by pretending and propagating that miracles 
were performed in a dunghill or garbage dump, where a heretic and an assassin, who had killed an uncle 
of his, had been buried. There was near that place a small fountain, where at night they threw some 
coloring matter, so that the water was 

the water to make it look like blood. The people from the surrounding villages came to see the miracles, 
and at the sight of them several wicked people drank the water, pretending to be blind, lame and 
possessed of demons, and who appeared to be cured on the spot, representing an infamous farce, paid for 
and rehearsed by the Albigensians. They went so far as to want to dig up the bones of the herege Ar- 
naldo, saying that he was a holy abbot who had died as a martyr for his religious opinions, and they had 
already built in that place and near the fountain a large chapel in which to worship him". 

This fact shows to what extent that evil sect had spread and become overbearing. The vulgar followed it 
stupidly, always eager for novelties, and what was worse, not a few foolish and indiscreet clergymen. 
The Friars Minor and the preachers, already established in those countries, fought against them with 
great vigor, accusing those who committed such excesses as manifest heretics. These, in turn, as soon as 
they had their followers completely won over, and in such a way that they could not turn back, they 
would uncover to them the trickery they used to fake those miracles, adding with malicious intent, that 


all the other miracles of the Church were like that. In vain the surrounding bishops excommunicated all 
those who took part in such an infamous cult, because there were many illusions and the evil had spread 
throughout Spain (1). 

(1) A deacon of that country, who at the time was in Rome, having been informed of this, returned to 
his homeland and began to preach with great enthusiasm, reproaching his countrymen that the city of 
Leon, which was the head of the kingdom and where justice was administered and justice was given to 
the people, was the place where they were worshipped. 

where justice was administered and laws were given, was a focus of infection and of a law that 
contaminated all of Spain. He threatened them like another Elias that it would not rain until that 
accursed temple was razed to the ground and the bones, the object of so much sacrilege, were scattered. 
The magistrate of the city asked him if he undertook to fulfill what he had offered; and with the 
affirmation of the deacon, carried away by his ardent faith, he proceeded to the destruction of the 
temple and the dispersion of the bones of the supposed martyr Arnold. 

Unfortunately, the next day a great fire occurred, which devoured a large portion of houses in the city. 
It is very possible that this fire was procured by the heretics themselves; for they tried to exploit that 
misfortune by stirring up the people against the virtuous deacon, and accusing him that instead of water 
his words only produced fire, and proved the vainness of his promises. 

God willed that it should rain abundantly within the eight days, which revived the fields and ensured 
the harvest. The deacon took advantage of this occasion to turn his preaching against the heretics and, 
ashamed of their defeat, the principal fathers fled from Leon. 

But they did not cease to persist in their errors, using different tricks. One of them was to spread over 
the mountains and fields some very perfumed letters, in which, around some vulgar and Catholic things, 
were interspersed overlapping errors. The shepherds collected those letters, handed them over to the 
rural priests, and these, too candid, believing them to be heavenly warnings, communicated them to the 
people, thus incautiously inoculating them with the virus of error and legends. In the manner of modern 
Protestants, they facilitated salvation by simply believing, copying and propagating those letters, 
retracting from confession and fasting and denying the traditions of the Church. 
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Suspecting with reason the deacon D. Lucas about that superchery, he went out with some associates, 
and by order of Bishop D. Arnaldo they went through those mountains. Arnaldo, they went through 
those mountains, where they found a man bitten by a snake that was screaming loudly; it was the same 
man who was scattering the letters, of which he was carrying a great quantity to scatter them. Taken 
into the presence of the bishop and repentant of 

his wickedness, he confessed his guilt and also declared the wickedness of his accomplices and the places 
where they had their dens and secret meetings (1). 

IV. 

The Templars in Spain. 

The Templars came late to Spain and their importance was scarce, in spite of the fact that the wars with 
the infidels could offer here a vast field for their activity, once Palestine was lost. 

D. Alfonso the Battler, a very powerful monarch, slandered as impious by his enemies, left his kingdom 
to the military orders of Palestine, in a highly impolitic will, however pious it may have been. The 
military orders came to claim their right, and, by respecting the will of the monarch in some parts, they 
were given territories in which to found. 

From Aragon the military orders of the Knights Templar, Hospitallers of 

Templars, Hospitallers of St. John and Canons of the Holy Sepulchre. These last ones in Spain did not 
have a military character: their houses were of regular canons of St. Augustine. 


As for the Knights of the Hospital and of the Temple, we do not see them in Spain displaying the brio 
that they did in Palestine, nor even emulate the Knights of Santiago and Calatrava. 

The origin of the Order of Calatrava proves this. History surprises the Spanish Templars in an act of 
weakness. Having been entrusted with the defense of Calatrava, advanced in frontier, they went to the 
king D. Alonso VII, manifesting to him that they could not sustain it. From the cowardice of the 
Templars arose the noble and courageous Order of Calatrava. What the abbot San Raimundo de Fitero 
and the old Velazquez, soldier turned monk, and subject of that could not have been done by the 
Templars, who had castles and encomiendas in their rearguard? They had little to thank for the 
independence of Spain. In Castile they were seen in the rearguard in Leon, Galicia and Old Castile. 
Twice the Order of Calatrava is stabbed and annihilated on the battlefield, with great glory, and it is 
always found in the vanguard. Of the Temple neither defeats nor victories are counted. 

In Aragon they are seen entrenched in Monzon and in the Serrania de Cantavieja, but no exploits are 
told of them either. They arrive late the Sanjuanistas to the conquest of Majorca, but at the end they 
arrive, but nothing is said of the Templars, and it would not be very great its strength in Aragon when 
to right or left of the Serrania de Cantavieja they prospered, that of San Jorge de Alfambra in land of 
Teruel, that of Calatrava in its great encomienda of Alcafiiz and that of San Juan in Caspe. 

Even less important was the Order of St. John, which in other parts began to have great importance to 
the fall of the Templars with the spoils of these that were delivered to them in Aragon and Castile. 
When I went through the archives of Aragon and the Priory of Navarre to copy the charters and 
charters, I found that almost everything that the Order had in both countries was owed to the Templars. 
I can say the same for Old Castile. 

The importance of the Order of St. John, in Spain, dates from the end of the fourteenth century: it 
increased in the sixteenth century with the incorporation of almost all the priories of the Order of the 
Holy Sepulchre. 

The Order of St. John is not accused of connivance with the Albigensians and the Freemasons. But the 
same does not happen with respect to the Templars, who since the 13th century have been caught in 
criminal relations with the heretics and the Muslims, submerged in an oriental molicism, and given to 
execrable vices. 

Can the same charges be made against the Spanish Templars? Did they have something of a secret 
society, or can they be considered as ancestors in the ancestry of Spanish Freemasonry? 

Our history does not provide data for such serious charges, and not having them, the answer must be 
negative. 

Excavations made recently in the castle of Ponferrada have made find, it is said, several objects of 
armament and utensils of the Templars: in them it has been believed to discover signs somewhat 
suspicious, and similar to Masonic allegories. If this were true, and if it were well verified, it could give 
rise to curious investigations, but it has not been possible to provide me with drawings or tracings of 
those objects, nor even to know for certain if they exist. Perhaps they are innocent allegories or 
whimsical ornaments, which in another place would mean nothing, nor should they be sinisterly 
interpreted. Perhaps they are also recent frauds, or modern gossip spread by the same Freemasons, who 
have always been greedy to find in the Templars their legitimate ancestors. 

Therefore, it is certain that the Councils of Tarragona and Salamanca absolved them and declared them 
innocent. The courage and energy with which the Aragonese gathered in Monzon, defended themselves 
against the King and against all, threatening to succumb rather than be treated as he- reges, proves in 
them much resolution and that energy, usually daughter of good conscience. This conduct contrasts 
with the baseness and cowardice of the French and German Templars. The Spaniards, finally, although 
they were not all they should be, at least had some activity in a country that was at war against infidels. 


Moreover, the Valencian knights and some Aragonese, far from emigrating, joined the knights of St. 
George of Alfambra and gave rise to the Order of Montosa. 

Iranian workers in Spain: artistic impiety and rudeness in the temples: critical judgment about these. 

To justify the title of Frankish masons (f'ranc- macons) the origin of this word has been sought in the 
confraternities or meetings of masons and builders of the Middle Ages, who were dedicated to the 
construction of churches, palaces, municipal houses and other large buildings of that time. They had 
their particular dialect, their peculiar signs to recognize each other, their mutual aid and a mysterious 
organization. Gathered in large groups, they went from country to country. 

They went from country to country, in search of work and contracts, and were in contact with the 
clergy, the aristocracy, artists and people of money. The popes and bishops, far from suspecting them, 
showered them with benefits and gave them privileges and bulls, which have been published to 
demonstrate their importance. 

Modern historians have collected many curious facts about these workers, in order to prove the origin of 
Freemasonry in them, and their alliance with the extinct Templars, who, taking refuge in Scotland, 
made use of them and their impiety and vices to cover up their conspiracies, and spread throughout 
Europe in the shadow of their privileges and the favor they obtained as good workers. 

Perhaps there is some truth in this, but, in spite of what has been written about it and the great erudition 
accumulated, not always with good judgment, to confirm this thesis, I do not think it can be accorded 
the importance given to it by some modern writers. 

The principal observations on this subject are: 

1 .a To note that some sculptures of the Middle Ages are in postures representing the traditional 
Masonic signs (1). 

2 .a That at other times they are grotesque caricatures of clerics and mongers, satires of them in stone 
and wood, showing the aversion of the builders against the clergy, and the mockery they made of the 
things and ceremonies of the Church. - 

3 a The very title of the Masonic institution alluding to the congregation of those workers, the 
Masonic utensils and badges, such as the square, the hammer, the apron or work apron. 
apron or work apron, and other things of this nature. 

4 a That the meetings of Frankish masons had a particular jargon or dialect to preserve their 
mysterious organization and their artistic traditions. 

I will not be surprised that the Jews and Protestants, true fathers of Freemasonry, those in their origin 
and these in their development, sought the cooperation of the Frankish masons, tried to attract them 
with favors and to misuse and exploit them, while perverting them; but these groups were already in 
decadence and had almost disappeared when the true Freemasonry began to develop in Europe (1). 
Leaving aside what relates to other countries, let us see if in Spain we find something of these mysterious 
groupings of workers, since we are not dealing here with Freemasonry in general, but with its history in 
relation to Spain. 

The derisory artistic constructions of the clergy, impious and obscene, abound in Spain as much as in 
any other country of Europe, and yet I do not believe that they have any contact with Freemasonry, nor 
that the construction of these was by the hands of Frankish masons. Rather I will find in them a certain 
Jewish flavor. Let us say first of all something about these constructions, sanding facts and news to be 
able to judge them. 

The great constructions of our cathedrals refer to two periods, which are the thirteenth century and the 
fifteenth to sixteenth centuries. The suspicious constructions of the twelfth and thirteenth centuries are 
mainly in Galicia and Old Castile and are derisory. The suspicious sculptures of the sixteenth century 
are also found in the same countries, and rather than derisory they are obscene. In the crown of Aragon 


and in the southern part of Spain, where the sensual passions tend to be more lively. 

sensual passions are usually more vivid, there are hardly any traces of these impieties or mysteries, since I 
have only heard of some suspicious sculpture in the part of Catalonia close to France. 

In the trascoro of the cathedral of Toledo itself it is said that there is an inconvenient sculpture: I have 
not seen it in the several times that I have visited that temple. The hospital of the King in Santiago, a 
construction from the time of the Catholic kings, is precisely one of the buildings where there are the 
most inverecund objects. Especially the gargoyles where the water 

is poured, are as whimsical as obscene, representing the genital parts and men and women in disgusting 
attitudes. 

From the same 16th century are the sculptures of the choir of the cathedral of Zamora, the most 
obscene, satirical and picaresque of their kind and brimming with hatred and contempt against the friars 
and the monges. In some of them, a friar is reading a book and on each side there is a devil in an attitude 
of sucking his wind. In others, a devil placed on his back between two monges, directs his effluvium into 
their nostrils. These groups form precisely the small bracket that the choir chairs usually have for the 
canons to lean lightly on them when they are standing. The one of the dean, precisely, represented a friar 
and a nun in such an act and such a posture that a Mr. Dean thought it necessary to break the figurines 
with hammers. The artists reproached him, but the Catholics did not. Finally, on the railing of the 
ascent to the left side door of the choir, a friar was seen preaching to some hens. In the chapel he carries 
one that has already been caught. The allusion could not be more picaresque and malignant. 

I omit several others that I could cite: it is enough with this sample for our purpose and to indicate that 
this Masonic genre, or whatever it is, was not unknown in Spain. 

I will add to this another curious observation. The stonemasons 
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and stonecutters of the province of Pontevedra, are the most skilled in Galicia, or pass for the best. To 
them are generally entrusted the main works of stonemasonry and the great constructions, not only in 
Galicia, but also in Leon and Old Castile, up to Valladolid and Salamanca, disputing these works to the 
Biscayan, their emulators in these tasks. 

Those builders of Pontevedra are not only dexterous, but also agile and loose, they easily and serenely 
support themselves at great heights on light scaffolding, and climb without hesitation to the towers and 
cimborrios of the churches, resulting in a more economical work, than that of the masons of the 
country, which require more precautions and more solid scaffolding. 

Among these Galician builders it has been observed that there is a certain kind of masonry. They have 
their own particular dialect with which they communicate, without the others knowing what they are 
saying to each other (1), they support each other and recommend and favor each other in a very marked 
way. 

But does this indicate that they are true Masons? 

Not in my opinion. These particular dialects, such as the p ai ois, which is spoken in the ports and 
especially in the eastern ports, isa common and simple phenomenon, without any malice whatsoever. 
Frequent dealings between people who have common habits and need to understand each other in a 
special way, comes to engender it. Perez Bayer, in his Memorial to Charles II], against the Colegiales 
mayores of Castile, accused them of having a particular dialect and voices of peculiar use. But what was 
so strange about this? Not long ago, a young lady educated in an excellent school, and under the care of 
nuns, told me that the older schoolgirls had a particular dialect made up of voices in common and 
common use to the 
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They used to communicate with each other even in the presence of the teachers themselves and of the 


other schoolgirls of lesser age, without either of them understanding what they were saying to each 
other, this enigmatic and mysterious conversation delighting those initiated into the secret, who thus 
made fun of the other people with whom they lived. Shall we say that this was something of 
Freemasonry? 

I do not attach any importance to these mysterious dialects, nor even to the particular signs between 
workers of a country, the result of the need to understand each other with a certain modesty. 
Something analogous to this is the observation that almost all sailors, with a few honorable exceptions, 
are affiliated with Freemasonry, especially those in the ports of Galicia, since both there and in 
Andalusia, lodges abound, and it is a common opinion in both countries that there is hardly a military or 
merchant sailor of any importance who is not a Mason. 

The dealings with other initiates, the inertia in which they live for long periods, the material advantages 
that result in their dealings when, by means of Masonic signs, they make themselves known to people 
whom they have never seen or dealt with, explain the reason for the true Freemasonry among seafarers 
(1). 

But with respect to the derisory and impious sculpture in Spain, I believe that a warning should be 
made, which detracts from its importance. The mockery is usually directed against the mongers and 
friars, rather than against religion. 

This makes it easier to explain the caricatures. The Mongols had declined a lot in the twelfth century: 
the Cluniac reform, if it achieved anything, was very passive and, supported by the court and politics, 
neither lasted long nor was it well seen. The bishops and the town councils, seeing the tithes hoarded by 
the Monges and the latter living with great ease, claiming exemptions and privileges that entangled 
them in continuous lawsuits, came to look at them, either with aversion or with contempt. Hence the 
caricatures against them in the cathedrals. Only in this way can it be explained that they were tolerated 
by the prelates who were in litigation with them. See the time of the construction of the church and you 
will regularly find that the Chapter had some noisy lawsuit with some rich and not very austere 
monastery. 

A similar reason militated in the 16th century. The mendicant monasteries had declined greatly: the 
cloistered monks were the object of scandal in almost every town. Cisneros suppressed some and 
reformed other institutes, but this reform was not very effective and the friars became in some territories 
an object of aversion for the town councils. Thus can also be explained the motives of those satirical 
sculptures of the Cathedral of Zamora and others. In many places the tempting devil was painted 
dressed as a friar, and whoever has been to the Escorial will not fail to remember that in the temptation 
of Christ in the desert, painted in a fresco in the cloister, the tempting devil is dressed as a Franciscan 
friar, showing his nails and tail under his habit. That was painted in the eyes of Philip II and the rest of 
the community of Geronimo mongers, without scandalizing them. 

In the Meditations of Father Natal on the Gospel, the evil spirit is also seen disguised in this way, and 
this in a work of a virtuous Jesuit and contemporary of St. Ignatius. The satirical book entitled Navis 
stuliife- ra, a work of the sixteenth century, illustrated with satirical engravings and caricatures, abounds 
not a little in this genre. 
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We cannot, therefore, give Masonic importance to these impious, grotesque or obscene caricatures. 
Sometimes poorly paid artists, disappointed in their hopes or in their credits, in fits of bad humor, 
allowed themselves to indulge in such lightness, not to qualify them with harsher terms and also more 
appropriate. Michelangelo, puts in hell a Cardinal to whom he had a grudge. The sculptures are 
sometimes indecent from some place by chance and contracted mind of the sculptor (1). 

Finally, as the sculptures were covered by scaffolding, it was not possible for the town councils to notice 


them until the scaffolding was removed and then the remedy was too late. 

§ vi. 

The revolutionary brotherhoods cié 

Castile, and Leui; in the thirteenth century. 

We do not speak here of those pious brotherhoods which, under the title of brotherhoods, had for their 
object the defense of order, the guardianship of property and the persecution of evildoers, as did the so- 
called guilds or gnildonias, counted among the pious associations of the Middle Ages. In Spain there 
were several of them and not little famous, being the most notable the old Brotherhood of Toledo, Very 
contrary to these were other brotherhoods that began in Castile at the end of the XIII century with 
highly revolutionary and seditious character. 

It was D. Sancho the Brave for his father D. Alfonso the Wise, what Fernando VII for Carlos IV. 
Neither D. Alfonso nor D. Carlos governed well, but their sons did even worse, and conspiring against 
their own fathers, defiling their gray hair, throwing them from the throne, they attracted upon 
themselves the curses of heaven and upon the country a deluge of public calamities. 

The unfortunate D. Alfonso the Wise, legislator of Castile, was in the last three years of his life run over 
by a son whom history surnames Bravo instead of Pravo, or evil, because in the mispronunciation of that 
time they substituted the B for the P, whose pronunciation was difficult for the Mozarabic people. The 
rebel D. Sancho had to run over, not only his father, but also the legitimate heirs to the throne. The 
three descendants of that intrusive dynasty had three horribly fateful minorities and three disastrous 
deaths. D. Fernando, the Placed one, dies in an unexpected and mysterious way, D. Alfonso XI dies 
wounded of the reigning epidemic and D. Pedro the Cruel dies at the hands of a bastard brother that 
substitutes an illegitimate dynasty to another illegitimate one. 

This is the synthesis of the unhappy history of Castile from the end of the 13th century to the end of the 
14th century, when the fact becomes law, with difficulty, in the time of Henry III, the Sorrowful, 
marrying the descendant of the assassin to a descendant of the assassinated, but without returning, but 
without returning to the strict principle of true legitimacy, not represented by any of the descendants of 
Sancho the Brave, so arduous have been in all times the questions of legitimacy and so disastrous the 
consequences of the conspiracies of the children against their parents! If we look at the things of Spain in 
the 19th century 

in the gloomy light that the history of the 14th century communicates to us, in all concepts wretched 
and regressive, will we be surprised that Ferdinand VII, the dethroner. 

After all, Freemasonry has presented itself in Spain publicly and ostentatiously of its existence, to refute 
those who denied its existence, out of foolishness or hypocrisy. 

On the occasion of the burial of Brigadier Escalante, she went in procession through the streets of 
Madrid, accompanied by individuals of the government, and placed the hammer and the square on the 
coffin of that improvised general of the popular forces, to whom she gratefully and benevolent and 
complacent friends girded the sash on September 29, 1868, in the middle of the Puerta del Sol, and by 
unnamed contract do ut des, facié ut facias. 

When speaking of those tools, placed on the corpse of the modern Spanish-American general, La 
Correspondencia warned its readers with its usual innocent sarcasm, that they were symbolic signs 
whose significance was not understood by many people (issue of August 30, 1869). 

O saintly people, who in the second half of the 19th century, and in Madrid, in the moribund, 
industrious and very prosperous town of Madrid, could not guess on August 30, 1869, what a hammer 
and a square, both made of wood and gilded, placed on a coffin, meant! 

But halfa year later took place the burial of the ex-infante D. Enrique de Borbon after the famous 
challenge with the Duke of Montpensier, that the Grand Orient of Lusitania had been preparing very 


diligently, since a year before, with the pious object of getting rid of one and the other. And the 
Freemasonry that put the pistol in the hands of D. Enrique, picked up his corpse, shed tears over it that 
would have honored a crocodile, gave him a guard of honor, and Madrid saw for the first time 
Freemasons of flesh and blood, who made public ostentation of being so, and among them not a few 
who a year before would have called foolish and credulous whoever spoke of the existence of that secret 
society. The Catholic newspapers screamed and shouted to the skies, like an inexperienced mother* 
who, for the first time, saw symptoms of a skin rash appear on her son's face, as if it were not a benefit of 
nature, that the evil should break through to the surface and manifest the latent disease! 

For what, could any prudent person doubt that Freemasonry had been organized in Spain since the 
middle of the last century? Were they unaware that it had promoted almost all the political and military 
conspiracies from 1810 to 1854? Did not the revolutionary newspapers declare that the uprising of that 
same year 1854 was promoted by Freemasonry? Did not El Clarin de Sevilla, a revolutionary and 
Masonic newspaper, timely warn that the military sedition of September 18, 1868 had been promoted in 
Cadiz and Seville by the Masonic lodge La Fraternidad Ibérica, to which almost all of our ex-noble 
sailors belonged? (1). 

And if they knew or should have known this, and if they had read and copied it, what was the purpose 
of these exclamations and boasts of surprise? 

Blessed be El Clarin of Seville, true clarion for this time, and La Reforma and other Masonic newspapers 
of Madrid, and the alleged John Truth, a body of truths, like that of a gypsy, and others who have 
managed to convince certain people, who were already too candid and mature, that there are 
Freemasons in Spain. 

For some time I had wanted to write about Freemasonry and other secret societies in Spain, and to 
present the true origin of the continuous seditions and pronunciamientos with honor and profit. With 
this object I tried to acquire the principal works written about Freemasonry in recent years; but, 
unfortunately, I could find little in them about Spain. It is true that Spanish Freemasonry is very 
discredited in Europe, according to what I was told in Belgium by persons who knew it well, and the 
scarcity of news about it in the histories of Freemasonry is a proof of this. Those of Clavel, Krause and 
other Freemasons are as scarce in Spanish news as those of the Catholics Nent and Gyr. 

In this work I am going to refute several of the news given by Clavel and copied candidly by all the 
other writers, Tyrians and Trojans, Catholics and Freemasons. As for the hoaxes of the alleged John 

(1) Noble seamen were called by the above-mentioned newspaper in its issue of October 1, 1868, but of 
course it is understood that this anti-democratic qualification was an oversight, for lack of use in good 
language, since it is already known that nobility is not compatible with democracy, and that in a 
democratic government it is nothing, and no one is nob’. 

Truth, lately published (1) no such trouble need be taken, for they refute themselves. 

But what is the cause of this discredit of Spanish Freemasonry, and of the little importance given to it in 
foreign Masonic compilations? 

-Is it the political traffic that it has made with the public destinies and the disturbance that it has 
produced in the country with its incessant conspiracies? 

It is well known that other lodges in Europe have done and are doing the same thing. 

-Is it because of the instability of the Spanish lodges, their frequent quarrels, schisms, dissensions, 
habitual indiscipline and frequent mistakes in the management of the wealth? 

Perhaps this is one of the principal causes, as well as the fact that in the Spanish lodges, according to the 
English who have had the weakness to join them, in Spain there are many Masons who stretch out their 
hands towards the trunk to ask, and very few who stretch out their hands to give. 

-Is it also because of the silence that Spanish Freemasonry has kept about its origin and vicissitudes, 


waiting to receive news for its history from abroad, instead of giving it itself? 

This may also have had a great influence in its discredit, and, in case this is one of the reasons and causes, 
what better thing can be done now, when Freemasonry has just broken its cocoon, than to place before 
the public view its precedents, ancestry, origin, vicissitudes, conspiracies, assassinations, accounts with 
the treasury, major and minor pronouncements, fateful or unfortunate, and the most important of all, its 
history. 

(1} Freemasonry etc., Madrid 5870. fortunate and other benefits it has produced for the common good 
of Spain? Perhaps with this some initiate in the secrets of his archives, if there are any, will decide to 
correct the mistakes in which the lack of LL.-. (Masonic lights) may cause me to incur. 

Timorous persons have tried to dissuade me from writing on this subject, and have dreamed of daggers, 
poisons, persecutions and other excesses. But what would they get out of it? I am a poor layman, I have 
sworn to them nothing and I have not failed them in anything: I have not stolen any document from 
them, nor have I failed in any confidence. What I am going to publish is for the most part in the public 
domain: I will do no more than gather together what was scattered, and put in good light what was 
obscure. I believe that in time the venerable brothers themselves will consult my book. 

It is not only about Freemasonry, but also about other secret societies, ancient and modern, and even 
some of them rivals or persecutors of Freemasonry. To tell the truth, the ultras of the right resemble and 
assimilate in some things to the ultras of the * left, so that the extremes touch, and I must be impartial, 
although this usually costs some displeasure. 

As far as the style is concerned, it is not surprising that it is not always entirely serious: it is difficult to be 
serious in the narration of grotesque things, or of tricks and uncovered follies. Some believe that in order 
to do a classical thing the characters must always go on the stage wearing the coturne and speaking in a 
guttural and high-flown voice; but since the purpose of this story is to teach the public the secret springs 
that have been used by many political puppets, and the wires from which most of the historical 
characters that have played on the Spanish political scene for a century, my story must be quite the 
opposite of a classical story. In this one, the characters are put in a comical and studied attitude, the 
springs are hidden and the public is kept at a certain respectful distance; but in the present one we are 
going to see those characters dressed in false tinsel, hanging from a wire that a hidden hand handles, 
making contortions and grotesque figures; in a word, we are going to see the comedy behind the scenes: 
do not be surprised then that the tone of the book is not always serious: on the other hand, it will always 
be truthful as far as I am able to reach. 

§ n. 

Secret societies before the 

The character of this one. 

of this.-Plan of this book. 

Since this work is intended to deal mainly with the origin and development of Freemasonry in Spain, it 
is not possible to ignore other societies or analogous meetings that preceded it, even if we do not find in 
these the origin of the former, but only mere affinities. But as the particular histories of each society 
must be written correlatively to the general history, for this reason it is not possible to ignore here 
certain questions connected with the origin of Freemasonry, which are much discussed abroad when 
dealing with this subject. The Spanish streams must contribute to the great sea of general history the 
flow of their waters, either clean and crystalline, or turbid and muddy, either scarce or abundant. In 
dealing with the influence of the dualistic theories of the East and Egypt, of the Frankish masons, of the 
Templars and their mysterious rites, of the Israelites and their mysterious relations, their secret cruelties 
and their political influence, history must record what these were among us before the introduction of 
Freemasonry, and whether or not they had any part in the origin of the same. It 


would be foolish for foreigners to give us documents and news about these controversial points and for 
us to need to question them about things of our homeland in which we should rather enlighten them. 
To expect the Spanish Freemasons to say so would be ridiculous: they themselves do not know more 
about these matters than we do; perhaps they know less because in their ridiculous advice and grotesque 
myths are wrapped absurd ideas, which make them incapable of a right criterion. For, in truth, what 
person of average judgment does not laugh at those poor little writers who assert with great aplomb that 
Adam was a Freemason? What judgment shall we form about the state of the encephalic mass of those 
venerable ones who speak to us with such aplomb of the murder of Hiram and other childish tales and 
childish things of the sort, good for entertaining fools, but unworthy of being published with 
seriousness? In truth, if they do not believe them to be real and historical, they are very foolish to print 
them as true, and if they do believe them, their authors deserve the highest contempt for their credulity 
and supreme foolishness. 

Who knows if, before long, among the many novels and discoveries of the hip"bélicos, mirobolantes 
and ul- trafantdsticos, that are paying the prehistoric studies, today so fashionable, will speak to us of 
some fossil francmason, discovered in quaternary land, having in his hand a hammer of flint, (in 
Castilian flint) and a square or some triangle? In that case, would not the present Masonic-peta-Vian 
chronology of 5870 years of Masonic antiquity be false, and should we replace it with another one of 50 
to 400,000 years (unless there is an error) that we now calculate for the historical origin of terrestrial 
mankind, according to modern geologists? 

But I should not lose sight of the fact that such studies about the chaotic, prehistoric and embryonic 
state of Freemasonry are not peculiar to a particular history such as this, since the truth is that in Spain 
we have not yet found fossil or antediluvian Freemasons and Carbonariums. 

The oldest data about Freemasonry in Spain do not go beyond the year 1727, and even those do not 
seem to be very accurate, as we shall see later; but this does not prevent us from studying certain Spanish 
secret societies related to others in Europe, to which the writers who describe the origins of Freemasonry 
give importance. 

Bresciani finds the beginning of this in Egypt and in Manichaeism, and here we had the sectarians of 
these absurdities, constituted in secret society, in the fourth and fifth centuries, and later in the twelfth 
and thirteenth, and even in other later times. How, then, can the critical history of Freemasonry in Spain 
be written, in relation to the general history of this sect and of other analogous sects in Europe and other 
countries, without speaking of the Prisces in Spain, as well as in other countries? 

XI1I to speak of the Spanish Priscillianists and of the Albigensians of Catalonia and Leon? Although I 
do not admit the theory of Father Bresciani, about the Egyptian and Manichaean origin of Freemasonry, 
it is necessary to speak of those sects, as well as of the Spanish Templars and the Frankish cons- * 
tractors, in order to know if they exercised influence in Spain. 

But separating myself from the opinion of Father Bresciani, I find another sect to which I give more 
importance in regard to the origin of Freemasonry. In fact, since the first century of the Church there 
has existed a society cursed with the execration of God, similar to Satan in its fall, in the deprivation of 
its ancient preeminences, in the perpetual banishment from its homeland, in the desire for revenge, in 
the concealed hatred of every principle of legitimate authority, in abhorring everyone and being 
abhorred by everyone. That society which is outlawed everywhere, and which is everywhere without a 
homeland, which has several times wanted to constitute a nationality and has never succeeded, which in 
such a concept despises the ideas of nationality and homeland, substituting them with a cold and 
skeptical cosmopolitanism, this is the key to Freemasonry. The calendar, the rites, the myths, the 
denominations of several of its objects, all are taken precisely from that proscribed society; Judaism. 

But how are the Freemasons to confess that their origin is Jewish, and that for a long time they have 


been docile instruments of the Jews, whom they seemed to subjugate? This would demean them in the 
public opinion, and Freemasonry is highly proud: fighting against aristocracy, monopoly and privilege, 
Freemasonry aspires to link itself with the Templars and make proselytes among the princes and the 
noble classes, and 

N\- 

- It seeks to monopolize the government in order to divide the destinies among its followers and thus to 
create for itselfa formidable power, which it would deny in true tyranny against the profane. 

That principle of hatred, revenge, subversion of every principle of legitimate authority, impenetrable 
mystery, concealed sensuality, superstition, hypocrisy, rabid anger against Christianity, bloodthirsty 
rites, attachment to vain formulas and ridiculous externalities, the Freemason needs to invent and 
remedy them; but the Jew has them as innate, feels them from birth, and can not but have them in his 
abject situation, despised and outlawed. 

In the light of these undeniable truths, all that is obscure is clarified and the mysterious origins disappear. 
Freemasonry in its beginning is a peculiar institution of the Jews, daughter of the state in which they 
lived, created by them to recognize, support and understand each other without being surprised in their 
secrets, to look for powerful auxiliaries in all countries, to attract to itself all the political discontents, to 
protect all the enemies of Christianity, to incorporate itself to all its renegades, flattering the passions of 
the powerful in order to subjugate them by means of their own vices, then sheltering themselves under 
the cloak of these illustrious affiliates in order to evade the law and justice, providing them with money 
for their vices which they could not repay and which imprisoned them like slaves, with those chains, the 
children of their own deviations, and speaking of freedom, instruction and charity in order to conceal 
their true ends. 

It is clear that Freemasonry has changed its character from one century to the next, and has dispensed 
with the Israelites. In their highly revolutionary genius, the sects derived from Freemasonry, dispense 
with Freemasonry, and even mock it, as the latter disdains it. 

mock the latter, as the latter despises the Israelites; yet these are everywhere their most powerful 
auxiliaries. It is public knowledge that all the most revolutionary and impious newspapers of Europe are 
bought by the Jews, or receive subsidies from them and their powerful bankers, who are also 
Freemasons. 

As for the lodges, the same thing happens. When their adepts have quarreled, when all grow weary of 
their farces and charlatanism, the Jew does not tire, the Jew does not allow the columns to be lowered, 
and continues to attend the almost deserted lodge. 

-Are there many of you in the lodge? Napoleon III. asked the Masons of Algiers, years ago, on receiving 
the commission that came to compliment him with fraternal courtesy. 

-Not at all," they replied: "Only the Israelites are left! 

For this reason, in speaking of the secret societies in Spain, we shall study the state of the Jews in the 
Middle Ages, their intrigues and influence, as well as the ancient Communities and Germanias, which 
gave their name, years ago, to societies derived from Freemasonry. 

CHAPTER L 

SECRET SOCIETIES PREVIOUS TO FREEMASONRY IN SPAIN. 

FREEMASONRY IN SPAIN. 

(370-1700.) 

The Prusoilisimists. 

In the middle of the fourth century an Egyptian, or as our ancestors called gypsy, called Marco, leaving 
Memphis and the banks of the Nile, brought to France, bringing there the errors of Manichean dualism 
and superstitions of that sect. From the banks of the Rhone it passed shortly to those of the Douro, as in 


the XIII century other almost equal errors passed from the vicinity of Alby to those of Leon in Spain, 
both times verifying the contagion of the same to the same territory, with a certain mysterious 
coincidence. Some Freemason historians claim that their sect is largely from Egypt: if this were true, we 
would not deny the Priscillianists the honor of being the aborigines of our modern Freemasons. 

The news about the Pfiscillianist sect, we owe mainly to two contemporary French writers, St. Irenaeus 
and Sulpicius Severus: those of the latter are. 
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very curious as far as our purpose is concerned (1). 

Among the several initiated by the Gypsy Marcus, two notable persons stood out, a professor of 
Rhetoric named Helpidius, and a noblewoman named Agape. These two initiated Priscillianus, who was 
a gentleman of Galicia, or perhaps rather of the kingdom of Leon, for the province of Galicia then 
extended much further than it does now. Prisciliano in turn seduced many others, and linked his name 
to the sect in Spain. Noble, rich, elegant and sympathetic figure, passed for a man of great virtue and 
austerity, whether hypocritically pretended, or had real virtues before his unfortunate fall. But it is 
certain that, after his fall, he became obscene, sensual and gluttonous. St. Irenaeus expressly says that 
Marcus and Priscillian lived sensually with the women they had succeeded in initiating (2). Sulpicius 
Severus adds that, in spite of his appearances of virtue, Priscillian was extremely proud, and that from 
his youth he had been fond of the study of the occult sciences (3). In the process that was formed in 
Trier by the prefect Evodius, a man of integrity and rigidity, whom the Priscillianists had not managed 
to bribe, as they did with Macedonius, 

he was proven and convinced of having propagated obscene doctrines and used evil spells, that he 
prayed in the nude and had nightly meetings, in which men and women danced naked and then 
indulged in all kinds of torpidity and ludicrousness. 

St. Francis had already narrated the ravages that the seducer Marcus had made in France among the 
women, whom he initiated in the Egyptian mysteries, all of whom were victims of his prestige, and then 
of his insatiable sensuality. Thus he had paid for the hospitality given him by a poor deluded deacon, 
whose wife, young and beautiful as well as honest and discreet, was seduced by that gypsy, leaving her 
husband and fleeing after the impostor. Marco also used phantasmagoria and various allegorical 
ceremonies, like the Freemasons. At the time of initiation he put on the adepts a Homeric helmet, with 
which he pretended to put them under cover of the authority's inquiries and to make them invisible. 

In another more important thing the Priscillianists coincided with the modern Freemasons, and it was in 
the obligation to keep the most impenetrable secret about their meetings and mysteries, even if it was 
necessary to incur in perjury. 
Jura, perjura, secretum prodere noli. I 

Their mythical theories about the origin of good and evil, represented by Osiris and Typhon, the cult of 
nature and propagation, represented by the Goddess Isis, the symbolic and bizarre explanation of solar 
phenomena to express some vulgarities about knowledge and enlightenment, trivial truths that occur to 
anyone, and various other whimsical ideas, which the Manichaeans took from the Persians and the 
Egyptians, and these in turn from the Indian pseudo-philosophy, are repeated by Freemasonry with 
puerile and grotesque respect. 

The ignominious death of Priscillianus, of Eucrocia, his young maid, Latronianus and several other 
Priscillianists, beheaded in Trier by order of the Emperor, did not put an end to the sect; although 
capital punishment was imposed on them not only for their religious errors, but even more for their 
immorality, seditions and other crimes (1). The corpses of Priscillian and his accomplices were brought 
to Spain by sectarian fanatics, who acclaimed him a saint, in spite of his obscenity and lewdness, and 


swore by his name (2). 

The sect continued to spread in spite of the efforts of wise and virtuous prelates, of the imperial 
authorities and of the rabid attacks of the Hacianos, who, driven by false and bitter zeal, gave even then 
a disastrous example of the extremes to which exaggeration and fanaticism can lead. Those ultra- 
Catholics, a type of violent exaggeration carried to the point of bloodshed and implacable hatred, were 
anathematized by the true and charitable Catholic Bishops, and came to be hated like the Priscillianists 
whom they persecuted, for not a few, in defending Catholicism, usually cease to be Catholics, when 
rage and politicomania come to cover themselves with the mask of exaggerated zeal. 

As late as 561, the First Council of Braga had to condemn the Priscillianists and their mathematical 
combinations and fables (3), a sign that their sectarians still existed in those countries, after two hundred 
years. 

But it is even more strange that a thousand years later we see that heresy sprouting up in Germany, and 
that a Council assembled in Prague, well into the sixteenth century, had to condemn the Priscillianists 
and their books, which were making waves in those regions (4). 

Lus judion in Esp’Via. eats bocicilud 

secretly under lots of cjocloti and the 

mu su] mos. 

From the Priscillianists, Manichaeans in the fourth century, to the Albigensians, also Manichaeans in the 
thirteenth century, there is a period of almost a thousand years. 

Even if there are great affinities between them, is it possible to give them the same origin? Who kept 
these secrets and transmitted them from the end of the fourth century to the end of the twelfth? How 
were these sectarians not discovered, recognized, persecuted and punished in such a long time? During 
this period there were great conspiracies, rebellions, dethronements and civil wars, but no league or 
society with a transcendental and permanent political object, outside the Jewish race, is to be seen. 

At the end of the sixth century and during the seventh we find a strange and particularly retrograde 
news, which is the reappearance of idolatry in Spain and in the part of France united to the Visigothic 
monarchy. Canon 16 of the Council III of Toledo communicates to us such strange news. The canon 
says that throughout Spain and Gaul the sacrilege of idolatry is developing (1) and orders with the 
agreement of the Roy that the bishop and the judge of the territory make inquiries and exterminate the 
idolaters. 

and the Judge of the territo- rio to investigate and exterminate this crime. But the measures adopted at 
that time must have been ineffective, since one hundred years later the XII and XVI Councils of 
Toledo condemned idolatrous practices again (681-693) (1). Severe provisions were issued against those 
who worshipped idols, venerated stones, consulted the secrets in the fountains and trees and also against 
the sorcerers and enchanters. 

Shocking is a setback of this kind, because the Goths, although Arians and superstitious, were not 
idolaters. Would the superstitions of the Jews, always inclined to encourage superstitions among 
Christians, have any part in this? The Council of Elvira already in the third century forbade the Spanish 
Christians to go to the Jews to have their crops blessed. It is possible that they still encouraged 
superstitions in the VI century, but it seems more probable that these idolatrous acts were remnants of 
the old paganism not completely extinguished and even continued under the protection of the heretical 
tolerance of the Arian Visigoths. In any case, paganism appears in the VI and VII centuries, existing 
secretly and mysteriously in Spain, in spite of the rigors deployed against it. 

Nor is there any connection between these idolatrous acts and the errors of the Manichaeans and 
Albigensians, and therefore there is nothing to be found on either side for the fantastic ancestry of 
Freemasonry. But on the contrary we find then the Jews organized in secret society, always conspiring 


and biting the hand that they appeared to kiss. 

The Fourth Council of Toledo, in which St. Isidore was present, although it reprobated the violence of 
Sisebuto, who forced the Jews to be baptized, also reproved the fact that the civil and even ecclesiastical 
authorities allowed themselves to be bribed. 
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and sponsored their habitual perfidy (1). Those who remained in Spain did not improve their conduct, 
or returned later, and King Chintila was forced to expel them again. 

When Count Hilderic and the Narbonese revolted against Wamba, the Israelites found themselves at 
once on the side of the rebels, who openly favored them, perhaps in this way repaying previous and 
secret services of treason (2). Egica tries to honor and favor them, equating them to all the other citizens 
as long as they converted to Christianity, and that only those who remained obstinate in the errors of 
their sect should pay the customary tribute to the treasury (3). The results of this concession must not 
have been very flattering for the monarch, because the following year, and in a canon of the immediate 
Council, it is mentioned that they had plotted a conspiracy against the King and against the homeland, 
disloyally failing all their oaths and mocking the credulity of those who favored them. They proposed 
nothing less than to take over the country and the crown: such were their pride and arrogance! (4). But 
this cannot be explained without a secret, mysterious and arrogant organization. 

Witiza, in order to contradict the Catholic sentiment and the dispositions of the previous reigns, was not 
content with favoring the Jews, but he placed them in dignities and positions of jurisdiction. Perhaps 
they supplied him with money for his vices and to satisfy the caprices of his 
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The results were not to be expected for a long time, and they did not take long to come. The results 
were not long in coming. The conspiracy hatched in the time of Egica and perhaps even aborted in the 
time of Chin- tila. before, exploded in the reign of D. Rodrigo. Ungrateful to the favors received, they 
took part in the treacherous perfidy of Count Julian, together with the Jews of Africa, in order to sell 
the independence of Spain to the Mulsumans. They hoped with the triumph of the latter to improve 
their condition and fortune. It was seen in effect to, the Jews to fight under the flags of Muza and other 
Moslem chiefs and the most important cities of Spain were given to the invaders by the Jews who 
resided in them, and mainly to the city of Toledo capital of the monarchy 1). They were also seen 
populating alongside the Arabs in Cordoba, Seville and other places. Seville and other points, and even 
tried, shortly after, to form an independent monarchy in the part of the Pyrenees, to the orders of the 
called Meltk-Julani (2). 

It is true that shortly afterward many of those who had come to Spain with the Muslims and of those 
who had previously been here and in Gaul, went to Syria, where an impostor named Zonarias, who 
claimed to be the true Messiah and the promised King for the freedom of the Israelite people, had 
revolted (3). 

Very soon his conspiratorial and gloomy genius led the Jews who had remained here, to plot secret 
conspiracies against the Mussulmans, their former allies. It is easy to understand why the Mozarabs tried 
to revolt against them 

to revolt against them, thus defending the religion and the independence of the oppressed homeland, for 
which a handful of warriors fought with good success in the mountains; but the Jews, what could they 
expect from their struggle with Moors and Christians? 

Several 

are the conspiracies of which the same Arab chronicles give account, being notable among them that of 
the year 828 in Toledo (I), of whose results the Muslims tried to depopulate that city, expelling from it 
the Mozarabs and Jews or at least to dismantle its walls. 


The Jews came to be more hated by the Muslims than by the Christians themselves. During the Middle 
Ages they were hated throughout Europe; encouraging the vices of the princes and magnates, giving 
them money for themselves, leasing the contributions so as to have the right to harass the exhausted 
peoples and earn 200 per d00, marching after the armies to buy from the victor the spoils of the 
vanquished, even if he was their own neighbor, bargaining the soldier the price of a booty that he could 
not carry. Thus they were everywhere the object, even more than of hatred, of the utmost contempt. 
But this precarious and abject situation obliged them at the same time to take exquisite precautions, to 
live with reserve, mystery and great distrust, to have secret signs and passwords with which to make 
themselves known, or rather to recognize each other, to support and congregate mutually, to spy on 
their adversaries and oppressors, to defame them systematically, to sow among them quarrels and 
distrust, thus taking revenge on their masters and sometimes taking part in their intrigues and mischief 
to abandon them when they were already compromised. 

Not having a homeland, and seeing their nation dispersed, the idea of cosmopolitanism, so cherished by 
Freemasonry, was to arise in them, and that comes to kill the sweet aspirations of patriotism, replaced by 
a fantastic idea and of chimerical realization. 

§. IL. 

The alJjicjen'ses in Spain: their nelicfiosas and political machinations. 

At the end of the twelfth century and during the first half of the thirteenth century, Priscillianism 
reappears in Spain, as in the fourth century, and coming also from France and from the same countries 
that then aborted it, it also appears, as then, with its sectarian and fanatical character, its feigned 
miracles, its hypocrisy, its hatred of Catholicism and its mysterious meetings, even if in the thirteenth 
century these had a character of cruelty rather than of sensuality; Although in the sectarians, sometimes, 
cruelty produces something of lubricity, by a certain physiological phenomenon, not well explained, 
although it is recognized in men whom immorality comes to satiate to the point that common pleasures 
are not enough for them, and they need others stronger and more extravagant, that excite their 
sensuality dulled by excess and satiety itself. 

Already in the seventh century (October 1174) King Alonso of Aragon (i) issued an edict against the 
waldenscs or po- 
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The Waldensc of Leon, who infested his states of France and Catalonia and had been condemned at the 
Third Council of Letran, in the year 1179. The condemnation was made at the request of the 
Archbishop of Tarragona D. Raimundo de Cas- tellters. Raimundo de Cas- telltersol, which indicates 
that this sect had penetrated to the southern part of Catalonia. Despite this, it continued to spread 
through those regions, and even penetrated into the northern part of Valencia, so that it was necessary 
that Pope Gregory IX, well into the thirteenth century, ordered the establishment there of the 
Inquisition against those heretics. Favored and encouraged by the perverse Counts of Foix and other 
lords, this sect still continued in Catalonia around the year 1257, but we have little news of its successes. 
In 1220 the Archbishop of Tarragona rewarded the Carthusians for their zeal against the heretics, and in 
1257 (1) the metropolitan of Tarragona, Rocaberti, went to Berga, where he gave sentence against one 
hundred and seventy-eight accused of heresy. As the predominant heresy at that time, especially in 
France and in that country, was that of the Albigensians and Waldenses, it can be conjectured that the 
condemned belonged to that sect in such a considerable number. 

On the other hand, we have much news of the infamies of those sectarians in Castile. When St. 
Ferdinand came to Toledo, in the year 4223, says a Toledan Chronicle, "he "enforced many ornes and 
boiled many in cauldrons" (2). 

Had the heresy already penetrated to the interior of Spain, and were those criminals the seditious 


Albigensians? 
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-We do not know, but it is certain that by then the heresy of the Albigensians was already raging in 
Leon and Old Castile, the land of Priscillianism.* Propagated in Leon a certain Arnold, and it is to be 
supposed that he had in Spain the hypocritical, ferocious and evil character, which in France had that 
heresy (1). The Albigenses were true Manichaeans, they admitted all the errors of Egypt, dualism and a 
certain kind of naturalism. They hated the Christian religion and mocked it in their secret meetings, 
pretending Catholicism in public. They faked miracles and through their followers spread all kinds of 
slander and defamation. We see in them the type of the modern Freemason and it is not strange that if 
some Templars became infected in their castles with those errors, they committed all kinds of infamies, 
of which they were later accused. 

I will read here the narration of D. Lucas de Tuy, eyewitness of the fanaticism and wickedness of the 
Albigensians in Leon (2). "After the death of the Bishop of this city, D. Rodrigo, there being discord 
about the election, the heretics took advantage of this and flocked from various parts to the city of Leon, 
then regarded as the capital of the kingdom. They began by pretending and propagating that miracles 
were performed in a dunghill or garbage dump, where a heretic and an assassin, who had killed an uncle 
of his, had been buried. There was near that place a small fountain, where at night they threw some 
coloring matter, so that the water was 

the water to make it look like blood. The people from the surrounding villages came to see the miracles, 
and at the sight of them several wicked people drank the water, pretending to be blind, lame and 
possessed of demons, and who appeared to be cured on the spot, representing an infamous farce, paid for 
and rehearsed by the Albigensians. They went so far as to want to dig up the bones of the herege Ar- 
naldo, saying that he was a holy abbot who had died as a martyr for his religious opinions, and they had 
already built in that place and near the fountain a large chapel in which to worship him". 

This fact shows to what extent that evil sect had spread and become overbearing. The vulgar followed it 
stupidly, always eager for novelties, and what was worse, not a few foolish and indiscreet clergymen. 
The Friars Minor and the preachers, already established in those countries, fought against them with 
great vigor, accusing those who committed such excesses as manifest heretics. These, in turn, as soon as 
they had their followers completely won over, and in such a way that they could not turn back, they 
would uncover to them the trickery they used to fake those miracles, adding with malicious intent, that 
all the other miracles of the Church were like that. In vain the surrounding bishops excommunicated all 
those who took part in such an infamous cult, because there were many illusions and the evil had spread 
throughout Spain (1). 

(1) A deacon of that country, who at the time was in Rome, having been informed of this, returned to 
his homeland and began to preach with great enthusiasm, reproaching his countrymen that the city of 
Leon, which was the head of the kingdom and where justice was administered and justice was given to 
the people, was the place where they were worshipped. 

where justice was administered and laws were given, was a focus of infection and of a law that 
contaminated all of Spain. He threatened them like another Elias that it would not rain until that 
accursed temple was razed to the ground and the bones, the object of so much sacrilege, were scattered. 
The magistrate of the city asked him if he undertook to fulfill what he had offered; and with the 
affirmation of the deacon, carried away by his ardent faith, he proceeded to the destruction of the 
temple and the dispersion of the bones of the supposed martyr Arnold. 

Unfortunately, the next day a great fire occurred, which devoured a large portion of houses in the city. 
It is very possible that this fire was procured by the heretics themselves; for they tried to exploit that 
misfortune by stirring up the people against the virtuous deacon, and accusing him that instead of water 


his words only produced fire, and proved the vainness of his promises. 

God willed that it should rain abundantly within the eight days, which revived the fields and ensured 
the harvest. The deacon took advantage of this occasion to turn his preaching against the heretics and, 
ashamed of their defeat, the principal fathers fled from Leon. 

But they did not cease to persist in their errors, using different tricks. One of them was to spread over 
the mountains and fields some very perfumed letters, in which, around some vulgar and Catholic things, 
were interspersed overlapping errors. The shepherds collected those letters, handed them over to the 
rural priests, and these, too candid, believing them to be heavenly warnings, communicated them to the 
people, thus incautiously inoculating them with the virus of error and legends. In the manner of modern 
Protestants, they facilitated salvation by simply believing, copying and propagating those letters, 
retracting from confession and fasting and denying the traditions of the Church. 
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Suspecting with reason the deacon D. Lucas about that superchery, he went out with some associates, 
and by order of Bishop D. Arnaldo they went through those mountains. Arnaldo, they went through 
those mountains, where they found a man bitten by a snake that was screaming loudly; it was the same 
man 

who was scattering the letters, of which he was carrying a great quantity to scatter them. Taken into the 
presence of the bishop and repentant of his wickedness, he confessed his guilt and also declared the 
wickedness of his accomplices and the places where they had their dens and secret meetings (1). 

IV. 

The Templars in Spain. 

The Templars came late to Spain and their importance was scarce, in spite of the fact that the wars with 
the infidels could offer here a vast field for their activity, once Palestine was lost. 

D. Alfonso the Battler, a very powerful monarch, slandered as impious by his enemies, left his kingdom 
to the military orders of Palestine, in a highly impolitic will, however pious it may have been. The 
military orders came to claim their right, and, by respecting the will of the monarch in some parts, they 
were given territories in which to found. 

From Aragon the military orders of the Knights Templar, Hospitallers of 

Templars, Hospitallers of St. John and Canons of the Holy Sepulchre. These last ones in Spain did not 
have a military character: their houses were of regular canons of St. Augustine. 

As for the Knights of the Hospital and of the Temple, we do not see them in Spain displaying the brio 
that they did in Palestine, nor even emulate the Knights of Santiago and Calatrava. 

The origin of the Order of Calatrava proves this. History surprises the Spanish Templars in an act of 
weakness. Having been entrusted with the defense of Calatrava, advanced in frontier, they went to the 
king D. Alonso VII, manifesting to him that they could not sustain it. From the cowardice of the 
Templars arose the noble and courageous Order of Calatrava. What the abbot San Raimundo de Fitero 
and the old Velazquez, soldier turned monk, and subject of that could not have been done by the 
Templars, who had castles and encomiendas in their rearguard? They had little to thank for the 
independence of Spain. In Castile they were seen in the rearguard in Leon, Galicia and Old Castile. 
Twice the Order of Calatrava is stabbed and annihilated on the battlefield, with great glory, and it is 
always found in the vanguard. Of the Temple neither defeats nor victories are counted. 

In Aragon they are seen entrenched in Monzon and in the Serrania de Cantavieja, but no exploits are 
told of them either. They arrive late the Sanjuanistas to the conquest of Majorca, but at the end they 
arrive, but nothing is said of the Templars, and it would not be very great its strength in Aragon when 
to right or left of the Serrania de Cantavieja they prospered, that of San Jorge de Alfambra in land of 
Teruel, that of Calatrava in its great encomienda of Alcafiiz and that of San Juan in Caspe. 


Even less important was the Order of St. John, which in other parts began to have great importance to 
the fall of the Templars with the spoils of these that were delivered to them in Aragon and Castile. 
When I went through the archives of Aragon and the Priory of Navarre to copy the charters and 
charters, I found that almost everything that the Order had in both countries was owed to the Templars. 
I can say the same for Old Castile. 

The importance of the Order of St. John, in Spain, dates from the end of the fourteenth century: it 
increased in the sixteenth century with the incorporation of almost all the priories of the Order of the 
Holy Sepulchre. 

The Order of St. John is not accused of connivance with the Albigensians and the Freemasons. But the 
same does not happen with respect to the Templars, who since the 13th century have been caught in 
criminal relations with the heretics and the Muslims, submerged in an oriental molicism, and given to 
execrable vices. 

Can the same charges be made against the Spanish Templars? Did they have something of a secret 
society, or can they be considered as ancestors in the ancestry of Spanish Freemasonry? 

Our history does not provide data for such serious charges, and not having them, the answer must be 
negative. 

Excavations made recently in the castle of Ponferrada have made find, it is said, several objects of 
armament and utensils of the Templars: in them it has been believed to discover signs somewhat 
suspicious, and similar to Masonic allegories. If this were true, and if it were well verified, it could give 
rise to curious investigations, but it has not been possible to provide me with drawings or tracings of 
those objects, nor even to know for certain if they exist. Perhaps they are innocent allegories or 
whimsical ornaments, which in another place would mean nothing, nor should they be sinisterly 
interpreted. Perhaps they are also recent frauds, or modern gossip spread by the same Freemasons, who 
have always been greedy to find in the Templars their legitimate ancestors. 

Therefore, it is certain that the Councils of Tarragona and Salamanca absolved them and declared them 
innocent. The courage and energy with which the Aragonese gathered in Monzon, defended themselves 
against the King and against all, threatening to succumb rather than be treated as he- reges, proves in 
them much resolution and that energy, usually daughter of good conscience. This conduct contrasts 
with the baseness and cowardice of the French and German Templars. The Spaniards, finally, although 
they were not all they should be, at least had some activity in a country that was at war against infidels. 
Moreover, the Valencian knights and some Aragonese, far from emigrating, joined the knights of St. 
George of Alfambra and gave rise to the Order of Montosa. 

Iranian workers in Spain: artistic impiety and rudeness in the temples: critical judgment about these. 
To justify the title of Frankish masons (f'ranc- macons) the origin of this word has been sought in the 
confraternities or meetings of masons and builders of the Middle Ages, who were dedicated to the 
construction of churches, palaces, municipal houses and other large buildings of that time. They had 
their particular dialect, their peculiar signs to recognize each other, their mutual aid and a mysterious 
organization. Gathered in large groups, they went from country to country. 

They went from country to country, in search of work and contracts, and were in contact with the 
clergy, the aristocracy, artists and people of money. The popes and bishops, far from suspecting them, 
showered them with benefits and gave them privileges and bulls, which have been published to 
demonstrate their importance. 

Modern historians have collected many curious facts about these workers, in order to prove the origin of 
Freemasonry in them, and their alliance with the extinct Templars, who, taking refuge in Scotland, 
made use of them and their impiety and vices to cover up their conspiracies, and spread throughout 
Europe in the shadow of their privileges and the favor they obtained as good workers. 


Perhaps there is some truth in this, but, in spite of what has been written about it and the great erudition 
accumulated, not always with good judgment, to confirm this thesis, I do not think it can be accorded 
the importance given to it by some modern writers. 

The principal observations on this subject are: 

1 .a To note that some sculptures of the Middle Ages are in postures representing the traditional 
Masonic signs (1). 

2 .a That at other times they are grotesque caricatures of clerics and mongers, satires of them in stone 
and wood, showing the aversion of the builders against the clergy, and the mockery they made of the 
things and ceremonies of the Church. - 

3 .a The very title of the Masonic institution alluding to the congregation of those workers, the 
Masonic utensils and badges, such as the square, the hammer, the apron or work apron. 
apron or work apron, and other things of this nature. 

4 a That the meetings of Frankish masons had a particular jargon or dialect to preserve their 
mysterious organization and their artistic traditions. 

I will not be surprised that the Jews and Protestants, true fathers of Freemasonry, those in their origin 
and these in their development, sought the cooperation of the Frankish masons, tried to attract them 
with favors and to misuse and exploit them, while perverting them; but these groups were already in 
decadence and had almost disappeared when the true Freemasonry began to develop in Europe (1). 
Leaving aside what relates to other countries, let us see if in Spain we find something of these mysterious 
groupings of workers, since we are not dealing here with Freemasonry in general, but with its history in 
relation to Spain. 

The derisory artistic constructions of the clergy, impious and obscene, abound in Spain as much as in 
any other country of Europe, and yet I do not believe that they have any contact with Freemasonry, nor 
that the construction of these was by the hands of Frankish masons. Rather I will find in them a certain 
Jewish flavor. Let us say first of all something about these constructions, sanding facts and news to be 
able to judge them. 

The great constructions of our cathedrals refer to two periods, which are the thirteenth century and the 
fifteenth to sixteenth centuries. The suspicious constructions of the twelfth and thirteenth centuries are 
mainly in Galicia and Old Castile and are derisory. The suspicious sculptures of the sixteenth century 
are also found in the same countries, and rather than derisory they are obscene. In the crown of Aragon 
and in the southern part of Spain, where the sensual passions tend to be more lively. 

sensual passions are usually more vivid, there are hardly any traces of these impieties or mysteries, since I 
have only heard of some suspicious sculpture in the part of Catalonia close to France. 

In the trascoro of the cathedral of Toledo itself it is said that there is an inconvenient sculpture: I have 
not seen it in the several times that I have visited that temple. The hospital of the King in Santiago, a 
construction from the time 

of the Catholic kings, is precisely one of the buildings where there are the most inverecund objects. 
Especially the gargoyles where the water is poured, are as whimsical as obscene, representing the genital 
parts and men and women in disgusting attitudes. 

From the same 16th century are the sculptures of the choir of the cathedral of Zamora, the most 
obscene, satirical and picaresque of their kind and brimming with hatred and contempt against the friars 
and the monges. In some of them, a friar is reading a book and on each side there is a devil in an attitude 
of sucking his wind. In others, a devil placed on his back between two monges, directs his effluvium into 
their nostrils. These groups form precisely the small bracket that the choir chairs usually have for the 
canons to lean lightly on them when they are standing. The one of the dean, precisely, represented a friar 
and a nun in such an act and such a posture that a Mr. Dean thought it necessary to break the figurines 


with hammers. The artists reproached him, but the Catholics did not. Finally, on the railing of the 
ascent to the left side door of the choir, a friar was seen preaching to some hens. In the chapel he carries 
one that has already been caught. The allusion could not be more picaresque and malignant. 

I omit several others that I could cite: it is enough with this sample for our purpose and to indicate that 
this Masonic genre, or whatever it is, was not unknown in Spain. 

I will add to this another curious observation. The stonemasons 
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and stonecutters of the province of Pontevedra, are the most skilled in Galicia, or pass for the best. To 
them are generally entrusted the main works of stonemasonry and the great constructions, not only in 
Galicia, but also in Leon and Old Castile, up to Valladolid and Salamanca, disputing these works to the 
Biscayan, their emulators in these tasks. 

Those builders of Pontevedra are not only dexterous, but also agile and loose, they easily and serenely 
support themselves at great heights on light scaffolding, and climb without hesitation to the towers and 
cimborrios of the churches, resulting in a more economical work, than that of the masons of the 
country, which require more precautions and more solid scaffolding. 

Among these Galician builders it has been observed that there is a certain kind of masonry. They have 
their own particular dialect with which they communicate, without the others knowing what they are 
saying to each other (1), they support each other and recommend and favor each other in a very marked 
way. 

But does this indicate that they are true Masons? 

Not in my opinion. These particular dialects, such as the p ai ois, which is spoken in the ports and 
especially in the eastern ports, isa common and simple phenomenon, without any malice whatsoever. 
Frequent dealings between people who have common habits and need to understand each other in a 
special way, comes to engender it. Perez Bayer, in his Memorial to Charles II], against the Colegiales 
mayores of Castile, accused them of having a particular dialect and voices of peculiar use. But what was 
so strange about this? Not long ago, a young lady educated in an excellent school, and under the care of 
nuns, told me that the older schoolgirls had a particular dialect made up of voices in common and 
common use to the 
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They used to communicate with each other even in the presence of the teachers themselves and of the 
other schoolgirls of lesser age, without either of them understanding what they were saying to each 
other, this enigmatic and mysterious conversation delighting those initiated into the secret, who thus 
made fun of the other people with whom they lived. Shall we say that this was something of 
Freemasonry? 

I do not attach any importance to these mysterious dialects, nor even to the particular signs between 
workers of a country, the result of the need to understand each other with a certain modesty. 
Something analogous to this is the observation that almost all sailors, with a few honorable exceptions, 
are affiliated with Freemasonry, especially those in the ports of Galicia, since both there and in 
Andalusia, lodges abound, and it is a common opinion in both countries that there is hardly a military or 
merchant sailor of any importance who is not a Mason. 

The dealings with other initiates, the inertia in which they live for long periods, the material advantages 
that result in their dealings when, by means of Masonic signs, they make themselves known to people 
whom they have never seen or dealt with, explain the reason for the true Freemasonry among seafarers 
(1). 

But with respect to the derisory and impious sculpture in Spain, I believe that a warning should be 
made, which detracts from its importance. The mockery is usually directed against the mongers and 


friars, rather than against religion. 

This makes it easier to explain the caricatures. The Mongols had declined a lot in the twelfth century: 
the Cluniac reform, if it achieved anything, was very passive and, supported by the court and politics, 
neither lasted long nor was it well seen. The bishops and the town councils, seeing the tithes hoarded by 
the Monges and the latter living with great ease, claiming exemptions and privileges that entangled 
them in continuous lawsuits, came to look at them, either with aversion or with contempt. Hence the 
caricatures against them in the cathedrals. Only in this way can it be explained that they were tolerated 
by the prelates who were in litigation with them. See the time of the construction of the church and you 
will regularly find that the Chapter had some noisy lawsuit with some rich and not very austere 
monastery. 

A similar reason militated in the 16th century. The mendicant monasteries had declined greatly: the 
cloistered monks were the object of scandal in almost every town. Cisneros suppressed some and 
reformed other institutes, but this reform was not very effective and the friars became in some territories 
an object of aversion for the town councils. Thus can also be explained the motives of those satirical 
sculptures of the Cathedral of Zamora and others. In many places the tempting devil was painted 
dressed as a friar, and whoever has been to the Escorial will not fail to remember that in the temptation 
of Christ in the desert, painted in a fresco in the cloister, the tempting devil is dressed as a Franciscan 
friar, showing his nails and tail under his habit. That was painted in the eyes of Philip II and the rest of 
the community of Geronimo mongers, without scandalizing them. 

In the Meditations of Father Natal on the Gospel, the evil spirit is also seen disguised in this way, and 
this in a work of a virtuous Jesuit and contemporary of St. Ignatius. The satirical book entitled Navis 
stuliife- ra, a work of the sixteenth century, illustrated with satirical engravings and caricatures, abounds 
not a little in this genre. 
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We cannot, therefore, give Masonic importance to these impious, grotesque or obscene caricatures. 
Sometimes poorly paid artists, disappointed in their hopes or in their credits, in fits of bad humor, 
allowed themselves to indulge in such lightness, not to qualify them with harsher terms and also more 
appropriate. Michelangelo, puts in hell a Cardinal to whom he had a grudge. The sculptures are 
sometimes indecent from some place by chance and contracted mind of the sculptor (1). 

Finally, as the sculptures were covered by scaffolding, it was not possible for the town councils to notice 
them until the scaffolding was removed and then the remedy was too late. 

§ vi. 

The revolutionary brotherhoods cié 

Castile, and Leui; in the thirteenth century. 

We do not speak here of those pious brotherhoods which, under the title of brotherhoods, had for their 
object the defense of order, the guardianship of property and the persecution of evildoers, as did the so- 
called guilds or gnildonias, counted among the pious associations of the Middle Ages. In Spain there 
were several of them and not little famous, being the most notable the old Brotherhood of Toledo, Very 
contrary to these were other brotherhoods that began in Castile at the end of the XIII century with 
highly revolutionary and seditious character. 

It was D. Sancho the Brave for his father D. Alfonso the Wise, what Fernando VII for Carlos IV. 
Neither D. Alfonso nor D. Carlos governed well, but their sons did even worse, and conspiring against 
their own fathers, defiling their gray hair, throwing them from the throne, they attracted upon 
themselves the curses of heaven and upon the country a deluge of public calamities. 

The unfortunate D. Alfonso the Wise, legislator of Castile, was in the last three years of his life run over 
by a son whom history surnames Bravo instead of Pravo, or evil, because in the mispronunciation of that 


time they substituted the B for the P, whose pronunciation was difficult for the Mozarabic people. The 
rebel D. Sancho had to run over, not only his father, but also the legitimate heirs to the throne. The 
three descendants of that intrusive dynasty had three horribly fateful minorities and three disastrous 
deaths. D. Fernando, the Placed one, dies in an unexpected and mysterious way, D. Alfonso XI dies 
wounded of the reigning epidemic and D. Pedro the Cruel dies at the hands of a bastard brother that 
substitutes an illegitimate dynasty to another illegitimate one. 

This is the synthesis of the unhappy history of Castile from the end of the 13th century to the end of the 
14th century, when the fact becomes law, with difficulty, in the time of Henry III, the Sorrowful, 
marrying the descendant of the assassin to a descendant of the assassinated, but without returning, but 
without returning to the strict principle of true legitimacy, not represented by any of the descendants of 
Sancho the Brave, so arduous have been in all times the questions of legitimacy and 

so disastrous the consequences of the conspiracies of the children against their parents! If we look at the 
things of Spain in the 19th century in the funereal light that the history of the 14th century 
communicates to us, in all concepts unhappy and regressive, will we be surprised that Fernando VII, the 
dethroner of the Spanish Empire, has been the most powerful and the most powerful of the Spanish 
people? 


